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While the titles may conjure thoughts of new recipes or even dueling chefs, what you really have are two excellent books illustrating two different - yet connected - perspectives of the war in Vietnam. One book shows the unique experiences of a young woman, while the other reflects the challenges of young male recruits. Take advantage of the opportunity to meet the writers and purchase books signed by Donut Dolly author Joan Kotcher and Cherries novelist John Podlaski.

Donut Dolly - An American Red Cross Girl’s War in Vietnam transports you to the Vietnam War, taking you face down into the dirt while under sniper attack, in a helicopter being struck by lightning, at dinner next to a commanding general and slogging through mud along a line of foxholes. See the war through the eyes of one of the first women officially allowed into the combat zone.

With one year as an American Red Cross Donut Dolly in Korea, Kotcher departed for Vietnam in 1966. She visited troops from the Central Highlands to the Mekong Delta, from the South China Sea to the Cambodian border. At four duty stations, she set up recreation centers and made mobile visits wherever commanders requested. That included Special Forces Teams in remote combat zone jungles. She brought reminders of home, thoughts of a sister or the girl next door. 

The book is her view of the war, recorded in a journal, kept day-to-day during her tour. While in Vietnam, Kotcher was once abducted, dodged an ambush in the Delta, and spoke with a true war hero in a hospital who had charged a machine gun. Donut Dolly will appeal to those interested in the Vietnam War, the military and women aspiring to go beyond the ordinary.

John Podlaski, author of Cherries - A Vietnam War Novel asks, "Ever wonder why young soldiers are ‘different’ and ‘changed’ when returning home from a war zone deployment? There are ‘Cherries’ in every war - most not ready for the harsh physical, mental and emotional trauma that the conflict will eventually take on them. When witnessing death for the first time, a life-changing event begins. Readers will follow these young infantry soldiers through their one-year deployment in Vietnam. When finished, they will have a much better understanding of why these young men are no longer the same - they had no choice!"
This book puts you directly into the action, and you are one of them, until you close the cover.

The story is set in 1970 and follows the 18-years-olds - drafted and trained by the Army Infantry for five months - to Vietnam with others their age to fight in an unpopular war. Nothing could have prepared them for what they faced.  You will get an in-depth look at their daily struggles, feel the fear, awe, sorry and drama; witness bravery and sometimes, laugh at their humor. The battles of Vietnam reached beyond those against enemy soldiers; they included the personal battles which challenged these teens every day. Immersed in a foreign land, they had to also contend with the rats, spiders, snakes and spiders living in the dense jungles – and most were deadly. 

The event is Wednesday, April 4 at Lake Michigan College’s Benton Harbor campus in the Blue Lecture Hall from 7-9 pm. Those who want more information, please contact Don Alsbro, President of Lest We Forget, at 269-925-7176 or email dealsbro@sbcglobal.net. 
